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Making Livings:  
Why Wallace’s and Darwin’s Theories of 

Evolution were Worlds Apart 
 
 
 
 
 

James Moore is co-author with Adrian Desmond of the best-selling biography Darwin: 
The Life of a Tormented Evolutionist (1991), and Darwin’s Sacred Cause: Race, Slavery 
and the Quest for Human Origins (2009). Moore’s other books include The Darwin 
Legend (1994) and The Post-Darwinian Controversies (1979). 
 

“I fear we shall never quite understand each other”, an exasperated Darwin wrote to Wallace in 
1868, and the gulf between them was deeper and wider than scholars have yet grasped. Wallace 
is credited with devising a theory of evolution identical to Darwin’s natural selection, one 
embedding the same Malthusian doctrine that prompted Darwin’s original insight and that 
underpinned the economic liberalism from which Darwin himself prospered. It is useful to ask 
how far, given their different economic circumstances, Wallace and Darwin differed about the 
ways in which all species make their livings. 
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